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gravitation and behaved more or less like a gas. But the condensation around the earth, required to reduce the sliding to, say, one half per cent, of the earth's orbital velocity, would be something like el\ i.e. corresponding to a density of the aether near the earth about 60,000 times as great as its density in celestial space. Now, it is certainly difficult to admit that the velocity of light is not to any sensible extent altered by this enormous condensation of the aether around the earth.
Particulars concerning the discussion of this most interesting subject will be found in Lorentz's book on Theory of Electrons (Chap. V.), and in his original paper on ' Stokes' Theory of Aberration in the Supposition of a Variable Density of the Aether,' Amsterdam Proceedings, 1898-1899, p. 443, reprinted in Abhandlungen iib. theor. Physik, Vol. I. p. 454.